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From  the  Young  Church  in  Pittsburgh  to  the  World 
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A  New  Day 
Is  Dawning 


Liberation  is  a  voice  to  the  people.  We  believe 
that  the  radical  revolutionary  Jesus  Christ  holds 
the  key  to  your  life.  Liberation  speaks  the  simple 
truth  as  Christ  told  and  lived  it.  Our  manifesto  is 
the  "Good  News"  He  brought.  We  believe  that 
the  radical  Jesus  has  taken  His  Stance.  The  lines 
have  been  drawn.  There  is  no  longer  a  middle 
road. 

We  believe  in  Christ— not  Christianity.  We  are 
not  talking  about  belonging  to  or  going  to  church, 
nor  are  we  speaking  about  following  the  moral 
teaching  of  Jesus.  We  are  not  speaking  about 
"self-righteous  hyprocrites"  or  people  who  seem 
"good"  or  moral.  We  are  not  talking  about 
humanitarians  or  social  workers.  We  are  not 
talking  about  people  who  lead  a  nice  on  moral 
life.  We  are  not  looking  for  "well-wishers"  or 
people  who  are  unwilling  to  become  involved.  We 
are  not  talking  about  an  unknown  God  or  an 
existentail  God.  We  are  not  talking  about 
theology  or  ego  trips. 

What  we  are  talking  about  is  change.  The 
impact  that  Jesus  makes  on  human  lives.  We  are 
talking  about  having  your  own  human  life  linked 
up  permanently  and  spiritually  to  the  life  of  God, 
without  the  use  of  synthetic  stimulants,  pills,  or 
meditation.  We  are  talking  about  freedom.  Our 
own  hearts  cry  out  for  freedom,  our  nation  cries 
out  for  freedom,  our  stumbling  world  cries  out 
for  freedom,  and  yet  so  many  of  us  have 
neglected  to  consider  the  fact  that  God  made  men 
to  be  free  and  that  He  has  provided  a  simple 
formula  for  it  to  become  a  reality  in  our  lives. 

Most  of  us  are  hung-up  on  the  old 
unsubstantiated  evidence  for  God— that  He's  a 
sort  of  ',catch-all."  Whenever  men  cannot  explain 
something— whenever  they  need  an  alibi,  they 
come  to  God.  This  kind  of  God  offers  hope  to 
man  only  ina  world  to  come,  in  "a  fantasy  land 
dream.  This  God  exists  to  create  weak  men  who 
can  not  stand  the  drama  of  true  freedom.  If  this  is 
the  God  of  life,  then  He  has  played  one  big,  sick 
joke  on  us  all. 

This  kind  of  "God"  is  dead.  In  fact,  He  never 
existed  in  the  first  place.  He  never  was  the  Christ, 
the  King,  or  the  Messiah.  The  Christ  that  we 
speak  of  gives  His  life  for  His  people.  He  led  by 
serving.  He  is  a  man  of  extremes.  He  is  a  man  of 
creativity.  He  is  joy,  peace,  love,  tenderness, 
power,  and  strength.  He  is  in  fact  truth.  He  is,  in 
fact,  God. 

We  do  not  apologize  for  the  "Good  News"  of 
JESUS— nor  do  we  hide  or  compromise  his  truths. 
Jesus  is  for  all  men.  He  is  all  things  to  all  people. 
He  is  in  fact  the  last  thing  still  standing  when  all 
else  has  fallen.  We  are  talking  about  a  CHRSIT 
who  can  liberate  us  not  only  from  the  political, 
social,  economical  and  cultural  systems  of  the 
world,  but  also  from  the  very  hangups  within 
ourselves,  which  keep  us  from  being  truly 
liberated.  We  are  talking  about  a  much  heavier 
program  than  a  mere  political  take  over.  We  are 
talking  about  a  complete  life  style— a  new 
creation— a  spiritual  birth  just  as  real  as  your 
physical  one. 

We  do  not  ask  you  to  believe  it.  See  for 
yourself.  If  Jesus  really  is  the  truth,  The  Way,  you 
shouldn't  have  any  real  hangup  in  finding  Him. 
The  rest  is  up  to  God.  All  we  can  do  is  to  tell  you 
what  we've  seen  and  experienced  and  that  it's  for 
real.  All  we  can  do  is  to  tell  you  the  plain  truth. 
We  don't  challenge  you  with  the  printed  word. 
We  don't  challenge  you  by  what  we  say  or  do.  We 
do  challenge  you  by  what  He  is.  JESUS  has 
transformed  the  very  core  of  our  lives  from  death 
to  life.  Come  and  see. 


RAP,  with  us! 


Real  people  react.  We  want  to  hear  what 
have  to  say-  both  positive  or  negative.  We're  d 
serious  about  Jesus  Christ.  If  you  can  dig  it.  .  .orl 
if  you  can't  dig  it.  .  .or  if  you  just  need  some 
questions  answered,  put  it  on  paper  and  mail  it  to 
us.  Where  space  will  permit,  we'll  print  whatever 
you  have  to  say.  We  can't  print  all  the  letters  we 
get-  But  we'll  answer  them  all  personally.  If  you 
want  to  start  experiencing  Christ,  put  that  on 
paper  too.  .  .we'll  be  glad  to  help  you  out.  Don't 
let  apathy  be  added  to  your  list  of  hang-ups. 
React!  Rap  with  us! 

The  LIBERATION  Staff 

1309  Walnut  St. 

Pittsburgh,  Penna.  15221 
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700  ATTEND  SPRING  OFFENSIVE 

(Pictures  On  Page  2) 

On  March  6,  7,  and  8,  the  Young  Church  of 
Pittsburgh  made  a  weekend  pilgramage  to 
Laurelville,  Pennsylvania.  The  weekend  was 
designed  and  planned  as  a  period  of  confrontation 
between  inner-city  and  suburban  high  school 
youth.  Within  a  constructively  planned  program 
and  intensely  personal  relationships,  the  reality  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  a  personal  savior  was  shared.  This 
is  the  gospel,  the  good  news  of  love  that 
Christians  are  commanded  to  live. 

Planning  began  in  early  February  by  those 
working  for  Christ  in  the  inner-city.  Black  leaders 
"Huck"  Wesley  and  "Piwi"  Winston  and  white 
brother  John  Patak  were  chosen  to  share  the 
Word. 

The  Lord  provided  experienced  leadership, 
both  black,  white,  and  Puerto  Rican.  Over  250 
youth  responded  to  the  call.  The  inner  city 
mobilized  over  50%  of  that  number  including  26 
blacks  from  Northview  Heights,  45  blacks  from 
central  North  Side  and  15  Puerto  Ricans  from 
Lower  East  Side  of  New  York.  In  addition 
suburban  youth  came  from  Chartiers  Valley, 
Churchill,  Penns  Valley,  Upper  St.  Clair  and  State 
College.  The  kaleidoscope  of  urban  suburban  life 
was  brought  into  sharp  focus  and  Laurelville  and 
individuals  began  to  assert  their  identity. 

But  beyond  this  the  new  life  of  Christ  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  people  by  the  speakers  to-be-  - 
accepted  or  rejected.  It  is  hard  for  a  black  man  or 
white  brother  to  stand  up  and  share  the  gospel  of 
Christ  to  a  culture  that  has  rejected  Him,  but  the 
word  was  spread  about  that  we  need  to  get 
ourselves  together  and  sing  praises  to  God. 

Sunday  morning  John  Patak  wrapped  it  up 
with  an  indictment  to  carry  the  life  and  and  Spirit 
of  Christ  into  the  home,  school  and  social  life 
which  composes  the  existence  of  most  youth. 
Then  all  were  asked  to  share  their  feelings.  A 
white  hip  cat  spoke  up,  "I  came  on  probation  not 
knowing  much  about  Christ  but  now  I  know 
Him."  A  black  dud  turned  on,  "When  I  came 
before  I  felt  that  to  have  a  good  time  I  had  to  be 
high  or  tripped  but  this  weekend  I  have 
experienced  love  and  had  a  good  time  without 
being  High."  A  black  girl  mimed,  "This  was  a 
good  weekend  and  I  love  everybody  here.  I  wish  I 
was  fat  so  I  could  give  a  little  bit  of  myself  to 
everybody."  A  black  and  white  couple  shared, 
"My  girlfriend  and  I  came  here  this  weekend 
feeling  the  pressure  of  the  world  but  now  we  feel 
free  because  the  burden  has  been  removed." 

To  wrap  this  thing  up,  The  Young  Church  in 
Pittsburgh  is  not  on  the  offensive  or  defensive 
about  this  weekend's  mobilization.  We  have 
simply  created  in  the  hope  that  our  fruits  might 
be  used. 

Bruce 

If  you'd  like  Liberation  sent  to  you  or  your 
friends— send  your  address  in  to  the  Liberation 
office.  We're  supported  by  the  Lord.  We  don't 
have  any  organization  behind  us  other  than  Gods 
Kingdom.  We  pay  the  printers  by  what  comes  in 
through  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  who  are  led  to 
help.  The  more  funds,  that  come  in,  the  more 
Liberation  we're  going  to  be  able  to  send  out  to 
the  people.  If  you  can't  send  anything  in— don't 
worry  about  it— we'll  send  you  Liberation 
unyway. 
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HE  LIVES 


But  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  Mary  of  Magdala  arrived 
at  the  tomb,  very  early  in  the  morning,  while  it  was  still 
dark  and  noticed  that  the  stone  had  been  taken  away 
from  the  tomb.  At  this  she  ran,  found  Simon  Peter  and 
the  other  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  and  told  them, 
"They  have  taken  the  Lord  out  of  the  tomb  and  we  don't 
know  where  they  have  put  him." 

Peter  and  the  other  disciple  set  off  at  once  for  the 
tomb,  the  two  of  them  running  together.  The  other 
din  Iplfl  ran  faster  than  Peter  and  was  the  first  to  arrive  at 
the  tomb.  He  stooped  and  looked  inside  and  noticed  the 
linen  cloths  tying  there  but  did  not  go  in  himself.  Hard  on 
his  heels  came  Simon  Peter  and  went  straight  into  the 
h.inh  Me  noticed  that  the  linen  cloths  were  lying  there, 
and  that  the  handkerchief,  which  had  been  round  Jesus' 
head,  was  not  lying  with  the  linen  cloths  but  was  rolled  up 
by  ItMlf,  a  little  way  apart.  Then  the  other  disciple,  who 
.1  i  tn  firsi  to  arrive  at  the  tomb,  came  inside  as  well, 
saw  what  had  happened  and  believed.  (They  did  not  yet 
undentand  the  scripture  which  said  that  he  must  ruN  from 
the  ih'iiili  So  the  disciples  went  back  again  to  their 
hoi ■ 

Hut  Mjtrv   stood  just  outside  the  tomb,  and  she  was 

lie  looked  Into  the  tomb  and 

saw  two  angels  in  white  who  sal,  one  at  the  head  and  the 

Otha  ;ii  fin'  foot  of  the  place  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had 

lain. 

The  angels  spoke  to  her,  "Why  are  you  crying?"  they 

"BscaUH  Hh'v  hav«  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  1  don't 

know  when-  Hi. a  Iuiv«-  pul  htm1 

Then  she  turned  Iftd  Dot! 
without  realising  thai  H 

"Why  are  yout crying?"  aid 
looking  fo] 

if  you   hav 
law  pul  h 


id  Jesus  standing  there, 

uus  to  her.  "Who  are  you 

Mfficr,  said,  "Oh,  sir, 
II  me  where  you 


No'"  ^ud  .It 
iV'iif  up  to  the  Faille.' 

her  an<* 

\uiir  fmd.w  ^^^ 

And  Mary  of  Mugdala  went  off  t 
the  news,  "I  have  seen  the  Lord!" 
what  he  had  said  to  her. 

In  the  evening  of  that  first  day' 
disciples  had  met  together  with  the  di 
of  the  Jews.  Jesus  came  and  stood  ri| 
them  and  said,  "Peace  be  with  you!" 

Then  he  showed  them  his  hands  am 
they  saw  the  Lord  Ihe  disciples  were  o 

1<   ii    viid  to  them  again,  "Yes,  peace' 
as  the  Father  sent  me,  so  I  am  now  goini 

And  then  he  breathed  upon  them  a: 
Holy   spirit.*    If   you    forgive  any   mei 
forgiven,    and    if   you    hold   them 
unforgiven." 

But  one  of  the  twelve,  Thomas  (called 
not  with  them  when  Jesus  came.  The  oL 
on  telling  him,  "We  have  seen  the  Lord"? 
"Unless  I  see  in  his  own  hands  the  mark 
put  my  finger  where  the  nails  were,  at 
into  his  side,  I  will  never  believe!". 

Just  over  a  week  later,  the  disciples  were  indoors  again 
and  Thomas  was  with  them.  The  doors  were  shut,  but 
mh-  and  stood   in  the  middle  of  them  and  said, 
"Peace  be  with  you!" 

Then  he  said  to  Thomas,  "Pul  your  fingers  here— look, 
here  are  my  hands.  Take  your  hand  and  put  il  in  my  side. 
You  must  not  doubt,  but  believe." 

"My  Lord  and  my  God!"  cried  Thomas. 

"Is  it  because  you  have  seen  me  that  you  believe?" 
Jesus  said  to  him.  "Happy  are  those  who  have  never  seen 
me  and  yel  have  believed!" 

Jesus  gave  a  great  many  other 
his  disciples  which  are  not  rec 
these  have  been  written  so  that  you  ma"y  believe  L 
is  Christ,  ihe  Son  of  God,  and  that  in  that  faith 
have  life  as  his  disciples. 
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We  are  on  the  threshold  of  the  most  fantastic 
and  exciting  event  of  history.  Nearly  2,000  years 
ago  God  stepped  out  of  eternity  into  time, 
became  man,  and  visited  earth  in  the  Person  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Before  leaving  the  earth,  He  told  His 
disciples  that  He  would  physically  return  to  earth 
at  a  future  time  in  history  when  mankind  was  on 
the  verge  of  destroying  the  entire  human  race. 

His  followers  asked  Him  when  this  would  be. 
He  said  it  was  not  for  them  to  know  the  day  and 
the  hour;  but  that  He  would  give  them  a  number 
of  signs.  When  they  saw  these  signs,  they  would 
know  that  they  were  living  in  the  generation  of 
His  return.  They  would  have  this  hope  to  look 
forward  to. 

The  Bible  contains  so  many  references  to  the 
second  coming  of  Christ  that  it  can  be  said  that 
the  major  part  of  the  Scriptures  deals  with  this 
event.  It  is  mentioned  380  times  in  the  New 
Testament  alone.  Twenty-three  of  the  27  books 
of  the  New  Testament  mention  this  tremendous 
event. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  many  signs  the  Bible 
gives  as  an  indication  of  the  approaching,  physical 
return  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  earth.  Individually 
these  signs  would  not  mean  much,  but  the  fact 
that  all  of  these  are  being  fulfilled  simultaneously 
at  one  point  in  history  is  very  significant  indeed. 

1 .  Israel  and  the  Middle  East  crisis.  For  over 
3,000  years  the  Bible  has  said  that  the  final 
events  of  history  and  the  second  coming  of 
Christ  would  center  around  the  nation  of 
Israel.  Until  May  14,  1948,  there  was  no 
nation  of  Israel.  Jesus  said  that  Jerusalem 
would  be  trodden  down  by  Gentiles  until 
the  end.1  Jerusalem  was  controlled  by  the 
Gentiles  from  586  B.C.  until  June,  1967, 
when,  in  a  six-day  war,  outnumbered  80  to 
one,  the  Jews  captured  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  bringing  the  times  of  the  Gentiles 
to  an  end.  In  1451  B.C.  God  told  Moses 
what  would  happen  to  the  Israelites  from 
that  time  to  the  present  day.2  These 
prophecies  have  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter. 

2.  Israel  to  become  the  burden  and  concern  of 
the  world.  One  of  President  Nixon's  advisers 
said,  "The  MiddkrEasl  situation  is  the  most 
serious  and  complex  problem  of  our 
century,  which  could  launch  a  third  world 
war."  Here  is  a  nation  about  the  size  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  and  2,600  years  ago 
God  said,  through  the  prophet  Zechariah, 
that  it  would  become  the  center  of  trouble 
for  the  world  after  it  became  a  nation  once 
again.3 

3.  The  construction  of  a  new  Jewish  Temple. 
Jesus  predicted  that  the  second  Jewish 
temple  would  be  destroyed."  This  took  place 
40  years  later  in  70  A.D.  Jesus  also  indicated 
that  a  new  Jewish  temple  would  be  in 
existence  before  He  returned.  He  mentions 
the  desolation  of  the  Holy  Place  in  the 
temple  in  the  last  days;  and,  of  course, 
before  a  temple  can  be  desolated,  there  has 
to  be  a  temple  to  desolate?  At  the  present 
time,  there  is  an  increasing  amount  of  talk 
and  plans  among  Jews  concerning  building  a 
new  temple. 

4.  Russia.  The  hatred  of  Russia  for  the  new 
state  of  Israel  and  Russia's  later  invasion  of 
Israel  is  described  in  chapters  38  and  39  of 
Ezekiel.  That  this  passage  of  Scripture  deals 
with  Russia  is  clear  both  from  linguistic 
consideration  and  from  the  geographical 
location  of  that  country  as  the  great  power 
directly  to  the  north  of  Palestine.  Gog,  the 
land  of  Magog,  is  the  ancient  name  for  the 
people  and  area  of  land  we  now  know  as 
Russia.  Meshech  is  the  ancient  name  of 
Moscow.6  Tubal  is  present  day  Tobolsk,  the 
former  eastern  capital  of  Russia.  Ezekiel 
says,  among  other  things,  that  this  country 
(Russia)  will  go  against  the  land  and  the 
people  that  are  gathered  out  of  all  nations 
(Israel).  "It  shall  be  in  the  latter  days."  All 
but  one-sixth  of  this  army  will  be  destroyed, 
and  it  will  take  Israel  seven  months  to  bury 
the  dead.8  ... 

5.  Red  China  (Kings  of  the  East)?  The  split 
between  Russia  and  Red  China  was  the 
beginning  of  this  picture.  The  Bible 
describes  a  great  Eastern  army  that  marches 
westward  over  the  Euphrates  River,  which  is 
supernaturally  dried  up,  allowing  an  army  of 
200  million  to  enter  into  the  last  war _of  the 
world,  the  Battle  of  Armageddon.  In  this 
war,  one-third  of  the  population  is  killed?' 
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Red  China  now  boasts  of  having  an  army  of 
over  200  million  men,  which  is  equal  to  the 
total  population  of  the  United  States 

6.  European  Common  Market.12 Prior  to  the 
return  of  Christ,  a  ten-nation  confederacy 
will  be  formed  out  of  the  old  Roman 
Empire.  The  European  Common  Market 
appears  to  be  this  confederacy.  There  are 
now  six  nations  in  this  confederacy,  and  at 
this  time  Britain,  Ireland,  Norway  and 
Denmark  have  applied  for  membership.  The 
capital  of  this  confederacy  is  to  be  Rome.13 
Some  time  ago  Rome  was  selected  to  be  the 
future  headquarters  of  the  European 
Common  Market. 

7.  The  world's  last  and  most  powerful  dictator"! 
According  to  the  Bible,  a  man  will  step  on 
the  scene  to  become  the  head  of  the 
ten-nation  confederacy.  He  will  be 
controlled  by  Satan,  but  will  appear  to  be  a 
man  of  peace,  and  will  sweep  people  off 
their  feet  with  his  charm  and  cleverness.  His 
formula  for  peace  will  make  sense  to 
millions,  and  he  will  practically  rule  the 
world  for  three  and  one-half  years. 
Eventually  he  willl5demand  that  people 
worship  him  as  God,  and  will  be  responsible 
for  the  death  of  millions.  Christ's  return 
puts  an  end  to  his  horrible  reign  of  terror.16 

8.  The  increase  in  wars.1  'There  have  always 
been  wars.  But  Jesus  said  that  just  before 
the  end  they  would  suddenly  increase  in 
intensity  and  frequency.  He  compared  this 
to  the  increase,  intensity  and  frequency  of 
birth  pangs  just  before  birth.  In  World  War  I 
eight  million  five  hundred  thousand  were 
killed.  In  World  War  II  fifty-two  million 
were  killed.  Since  the  Second  World  War, 
there  have  been  44  wars,  12  of  them  major 
in  scope.  The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  say  there 
are  25  places  in  the  world  where  another 
Vietnam  could  break  out  overnight. 

9.  Earthquakes.  There  has  been  a  tremendous 
increase  in  earthquakes  in  the  past  three 
years.  A  group  of  government  scientists  have 
called  for  a  220  million  dollar  research 
program  to  study  the  problem.1 9 

10.  Famines. 18Because  of  the  population 
explosion  and  a  coming  world  famine,  it  has 
been  said  that  millions  will  die  of  starvation 
during  the  next  few  years;  and  it  is  already 
too  late  to  do  anything  about  it?°An  average 
of  6,000  people  die  of  starvation  each  day 
now. 

11.  Terrors  and  great  signs  from  heaven  and  in 
the  sun,  moon  and  stars.'This  possibly  refers 
to  space  travel,  and  may  even  have  reference 
to  UFO's.  Also,  should  there  be  a  nuclear 
explosion  set  off  on  the  moon,  as  scientists 
are  now  talking  about,  it  might  cause  the 
moon  to  appear  to  turn  blood  red,  and  the 
sea  and  waves  to  react. 

12.  Germ  warfare.  I  cannot  help  but  feel  that, 
with  all  of  our  scientific  advancement  in  the 
field  of  medicine  toward  controlling  sickness 
and  disease,  there  is  only  one  thing  that 
could  explain  the  horrible  and  widespread 
death  of  millions  which  the  Book  of 
Revelation  attributes  to  plagues  and  disease 
—  that  is  germ  warfare.  For  instance,  one 
ounce  of  botulinus  toxin,  theoretically,  is 
enough  to  kill  60  million  people. 

13.  Heart  attacks.24 An  elderly  doctor  recently 
told  me  that,  when  he  went  through  medical 
school,  a  heart  attack  was  so  rare  he  had  to 
travel  over  100  miles  just  to  study  one  case. 
Now  it  is  one  of  the  leading  causes  of  death. 
It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  Bible 
said  2,000  years  ago  that  worry  and 
overeating  would  be  the  main  causes  of 
these  heart  attacks. 

14.  Thermonuclear  warfare.25  The  Bible  tells 
about  the  earth  and  the  elements  dissolving 
and  melting  with  intense  heat  in  the  last 
days.  Until  the  atom  bomb  came  along, 
scientists  scoffed  at  these  verses.  The  science 
books  of  50  years  ago  is  the  joke  book  of 
today.  Yet  the  Bible,  written  2,000-3,000 
years  ago,  is  now  more  relevant  and  up  to 
date  than  tomorrow's  newspaper.  Many 
verses,  written  at  a  time  when  the  deadliest 
weapon  known  to  |  man  was  the  sword, 
describe  the  resilt  of  thermonuclear 
warfare?6 
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15.  Turning  unto  fables.  The  booming  interest 
in  astrology,  reincarnation,  and  various 
categories  of  the  "supernatural"  is  part  of 
the  result 3pf  the  departure  from  true 
Christianity. 

16.  People  scoffing  at  the  return  of  Christ3.3One 
of  the  most  interesting  signs  the  Bible  gives 
to  indicate  the  nearness  of  Christ's  return  to 
the  earth  is  the  increasing  number  of  people 
who  will  ridicule  the  possiblity  of  His 
return.  Many  so-called  theologians  and 
ministers  have  ignored  and  even  denied  the 
teaching  of  Christ's  second  coming,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  one  out  of  every  25  verses 
throughout  the  New  Testament  deals  with 
this  event. 

The  rise  of  false  prophets34Throughout  the 
world  I  have  found  students  are  following, 
and  even  giving  their  lives  to,  a  weird 
assortment  of  prophets  of  LSD,  meditation 
and  religion.  They  are  desperately 
attempting  to  find  reality  in  the  world  of 
fantasy.  In  so  doing,  they  are  missing  out  on 
The  development  of  a  one-world  church. 
When  we  understand  the  symbolism  of 
Revelation  17,  along  with  other  prophecies, 
we  see  that  there  will  gradually  develop  a 
great,  false,  one-world  religion  and 
ecclesiastical  system.  This  world  religion  will 
be  anything  but  Christian,  and  will  persecute 
the  true  Christians.  At  the  present  time, 
great  strides  have  already  been  made  toward 
uniting  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  churches 
at  almost  any  cost,  with  one  merger  of 
churches  following  another.  According  to  U. 
S.  News  and  World  Report  (July  25,  1966), 
eight  of  the  most  powerful  Protestant 
denominations  have  blue-printed  a  merger 
designed  to  bring  together  20  million 
churchgoers  in  the  1970's.  Other  movements 
are  striving  for  the  federation  of  all  religions 
into  one  great,  universal,  worldwide  church. 
Worldwide  evangelism.  Jesus  said,  "This 
gospel  of  the  kingdom  will  be  preached 
throughout  the  whole  world,  as  a  testimony 
lm  »u  ».«*»«.>■<  — »*  ».»»»n  »»,*     n         ■  ill. 
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By  means  of  radio,  television  and  the 
printed  page,  there  is  hardly  a  place  in  the 
world  that  has  not,  or  could  not  within  a 
short  period  of  time,  hear  the  gospel. 
Students  ask  me,  "What  about  the  'heathen' 
in  Africa?"  When  I  was  in  Africa,  they  asked 
me,  "What  about  the  heathen  in  America?" 
Africa  has  more  missionaries  than  any  place 
I  know.  That  continent  is  being  saturated 
with  the  message  of  Christ. 

20.  Recognition  of  Jesus  as  their  Messiah  by  the 
Jews.  The  Old  Testament  contains  over  300 
references  to  the  first  coming  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  Messiah,  and  for  centuries  the  Jewish 
people  in  general  have  ignored  these 
Scriptures.  3'J6  The  Bible  predicted  that,  as 
the  return  of  Christ  draws  near,  an  increasing 
number  of  Jewish  people  will  begin  to  recog- 
nize Jesus  as  their  Messiah  and  eventually 
the  entire  nation  of  Israel   will. 

21.  The  sign  of  the  Eastern  Gate.  There  are 
several  gates  in  the  wall  surrounding  the  old 
city  of  Jerusalem,  but  only  one  gate  on  the 
eastern  side.  Two  thousand  six  hundred 
years  ago  Ezekiel  wrote,  ".  .  .the  gate  of  the 
outward  sanctuary  which  looketh  toward 
the  East.  .  .was  shut.  Then  said  the  Lord 
unto  me:  This  gate  shall  be  shut  it  shall  not 
be  opened,  and  no  man  shall  enter  in  by  it; 
because  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  hath 
entered  in  by  it.  Therefore  it  shall  be  shut.'"13 
Six  hundred  years  later  Jesus  Christ  made 
His  triumphal  entry  into  the  city  of 
Jerusalem  by  this  gate.  In  1543  this  gate  was 
sealed  off.  It  is  still  sealed  today,  and  it  will 
remain  sealed  until  Jesus  returns  and  enters 
through  that  gate  once  again.  There  have 
been  several  attempts  to  open  the  gate,  but 
all  have  failed.  The  last  attempt  was  in  1967, 
when  the  Arabs  planned  to  tear  down  the 
gate  for  King  Hussein  of  Jordan  to  enter 
through.  Before  they  could  open  the  gate, 
the  six -day  war  broke  out  and  the  Arabs  lost 
the  city  of  Jerusalem.  This  is  another 
example  of  the  amazing  accuracy  of  the 
Word  of  God. 

By  ANDRE  KOLE 
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THEN  Pilate  took  Jesus  and  had  him  flogged,  ami  the 
soldiers  twisted  thorn-Http  into  a  era*  and  pot  it  on  hi* 
head,  threw  a  purple  robe  around  hlnj! 
into  his  presence,  saying  "Hall,  k 
then  they  slipped  him  with  their  01 

Then  Pilate  went  outside  again 
"Look.  I  bring  hint  out  before  you 
find  nothing  criminal  about  him  at  a! 

And  at  this  Jesus  came  outside  too., 
crown  and  the  purple  robe, 

"took."  said  Pilate,  ''here's  the  man 

The  sight  of  hirrii  mlde  tft»  chief  priests  and  Jewish 
officials  shout  at  the  teP|Of  their  voices.  'Crucify! 
Crucify!"  »  l.< 

"You  take  him  arM  cwWrfhim,"  retorted  Pilate.  "He's 
no  criminal  as  far  as  lean  see!"    p$    . 

The  Jews  answered  him,  "We  have  «  Utw,  and 
according  to  that  Caw,  he  must  die,  for  he  made  hboseif 
out  to  be  Son  of  God!" 

So  thev  took  Jesus'  and  he  went  out  carrying  the  cross 
himself,  to  a  place  caBed  Skull  HiB  (in  Hebrew.  Golgotha). 
There  thee  crucified  him,  and  two  others,  one  on  either 
side  of  him  with  Jesus  in  the  middle.  Pilate  had  a.  placant 
written  out  and  put  on  the  cross,  reading,  JESUS  Of 
NAZARETH,  THE  KING  OF  THE  JEWS.  This  ptacarJ 
was  read  by  many  of  the  Jews  because  the  place  Wl 
Jesus  was  crucified  was  quite  near  Jerusateai,  and  it  was' 
written  In  Hebrew  as  well  3s  In  Latin  and  (8reek.Sathe 
tablet'  priests  najd  to  Pilate.  "You  should  nut  write  The 

no  reply .  9&  Pilate  sa 
me?  Don't  you  real!*  thai  1 
»  and  I,have  the  pow 

no  power  at  aU  against  me,"  repi 
was  given  to  you  from  above.  And 


OF 


ed  Jesus, 
quarter-she  ip 

seamless' 
om.  Sb  tbij  sail 

s  draw  lots-am) 

ptur#*htfj 
my  garments  among  them. 
And  upon  my  vesture  did  they  cast  lots. 
While  the  soldiers  were  doing  this,  Jesus'  mother  -was 
stamfmg  fl»r  Sre  cross  wither  sister,  and^Jfih  rthem 
Mary, the  wife  ^"ClopavandMaryof  ft^igdaia.jSstBsaw- 
his  mother  and  fee  disciple  wlfem  he  loved  standing  by 
her  side,  and  saiJtb  her,  "fco§R  {here  »ytmao^tAM 
(there  i»yo»  mother!" 
look  Mary  Into  his  own 

After,  this,  J«ars  realising  that  everything  was  now 
•■A,  said  apfiHingthe  saying  of  scripture),  "I  aro 

at.  -*  •'* 
bowl.  of  sour  wine stamding  thetwSo  they 

soaked  a  sponge  apple  v4o*q*uttt  orta  spear,  anj  pushed) 

I     awards  his  mouth.  When  Jesas  had  takes  it.  he 

It  is  (misted!"  bis  head  fell  forward,  anjiSfedled. 

I    ToBjody  of  Jesus  israSoved 

jf  rtfejiiirat  tim  for  the  Paseover,  the 

no  the  bc^tea  beipg Wt  on  the  ciipsses 

sjabbath  (for  that  was  a  parcteuiarly  itmrmtaDt 

SabbatB)>  and  they  requested  Hlate  to  have  the  rel^  legs 

broken  a ecl.the  bodies  removed.  So  thesoldiers 

.  f  the  first  nan  and  of  the  other 

When  they  eaine  to  hta,  the} 

ady  and  they  did  not  break  his 

iers  pierced  his  side  withlf  spear, 

ulriish  of  blood  and  water.  And 

true. 


his,  ■  fod    Ii: 


in  fri 
nan  frW.  ynttgWW" 
Uboael 


ol  nun  snau 

t^cripture  says 


c«to-itnes«:  bjA^Mbnce  is  tru 
•peaking  thflgfl    ||&that  yt 

not  be  brokefrT"^ 


.  Willi  nt»li 

They  shall  look  on  him  whom  they  pierced 

After   it   was   all   over,   Jpsepb.  Issho  fame   from 

Arimathaca  and  was  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  thougb  secretly 

for  fear  of  the  Jews)  requested  Pirate  |hat  he  might  take 

lesus'  body  and  Pilate  gave  hirdWrdjissiorL  So  he 

id  took  his  body  down.  NicndarSte  also,  the  mgu 

i  come  to  him  at  the  beginning  raytight,  arrived 

.  ituraof  mvrrh  and  aloes  weighing  aboujf  a 

.tii.  So  iliey  took  hLs  body  and  wound  it 

inen  strips  >ith  the  spices,  acjotding'to  the 

Jtmlrh  custom  of  prepatm"  a  tx>d\  for  burial,  in  the  place 

lad,  thefcaMt  a  garden  epolaitiing  a 

'tobodymtwl  been  lad.  because  it 

^^Hse  t#WomJ 

they  laid MdM<c  this  loi 


"Men  of  Israel,  be  very  careful  of  what  action  you 
intend  to  take  against  these  men! 

My  advice  to  you  now  therefore  is  to  let  these  men 
alone;  leave  them  to  themselves.  For  if  this  teaching  or 
movement  is  merely  human  it  will  collapse  of  its  own 
accord.  But  if  it  be  from  God  you  cannot  defeat  them, 
and  you  might  actually  find  ycurselves  to  be  fighting 
against  God!" 


